


Please be aware that the housing information in this guide is not directly affiliated with the University. It is your re-
sponsibility to check the information and use appropriate care when making decisions about renting property.

Be cautious when using any online rental sites such as Craigslist, Roomster, or Rent.com. Never give someone mon-
ey or bank information before you see the room or home. Scammers may say that they are not in the U.S. so they
cannot meet you in person, or say that you have to send them money before seeing photos of the rental. If possible,
request to see a property in person. Ifit’s not possible, see if you can tour virtually on Facetime or Zoom before send-
ing money or giving your personal information.

Thank you to Joy Martin of JM Consulting for your help in creating this helpful guide.
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HOW TO CREATE YOUR BUDGET

To find a place to live, you need to create a budget so you know how much you can spend on housing.

RENT — The largest cost will be your rent. If you choose to rent an apartment on your own, expect to pay $1,200 —
$2,000 (USD). If you rent a room in an apartment or house, expect to pay $700 — $1,000 (USD).

HOUSING APPLICATION FEES — Some apartment complexes may charge a fee to process an apartment applica-
tion. Fees range from $20 to $100. If you are going to live in a house with roommates, you may not have to pay these
kinds of fees. Make sure that you ask.

HOUSING SECURITY DEPOSITS — Most renters in the U.S. will be asked to put down a security deposit to cover
any unexpected damages that may occur while they live there. The deposit is usually the equivalent of 1-2 months

of rent. If you pay a deposit, make sure you ask for a receipt. Do not make cash payments. Write a check or buy a

cashier’s check to give to the building owner.

UTILITY FEES — Heating, gas, electricity, WiFi, phone, and other expenses are usually not included in your rent. Be
sure to clarify what you're paying before you sign a lease.

SCHOOL EXPENSES — Books, tuition, and health insurance all add up. You may choose to pay the entire school
tuition fee at once or over three quarters.

OTHER MONTHLY EXPENSES — Your budget will also include food, laundry, furniture, sheets, towels, clothing,
going out, traveling, transportation, lunch, coffee, and other expenses.

Visit Numbeo.com for a current reference for the cost of living in Santa Clara.
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https://www.zillow.com/homes/for_rent/
https://www.rent.com/california/santa-clara-apartments
https://www.apartments.com/santa-clara-county-ca/?bb=nj9wyjmnuOph_gpV
https://sfbay.craigslist.org/search/sby/apa
http://PadMapper
https://www.roomster.com/
https://www.forrent.com/find/CA/metro-San+Francisco+Bay/Santa+Clara
https://www.trulia.com/for_rent/Santa_Clara,CA/
https://www.isphomestays.com/students/college/
http://www.kapiresidences.com/
https://bungalow.com/rooms-for-rent/bay-area
https://bungalow.com/rooms-for-rent/bay-area
https://sjsu.uloop.com/housing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SJSUhousing/
https://www.apartmentfinder.com/Off-Campus-Housing/California/Apartments-Near-San-Jose-State-University-q8k2rsx/q/?sr=2
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1153022088056808/






